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Romans Chapter 13:1 – 7  
 

Verse 1 

Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the 

powers that be are ordained of God. 

 

the… powers (3x) – eksousia (N1674/S1849 – N stands for the numbering in the Scandinavian 

Sudie Bibelen and S stands for Strong’s nubering) here, the power of rule or government 

(Thayer’s). 
 

are ordained – tassō (N4389/S5021) Used 8x: Matthew 28:16,  Luke 7:8,  Acts 13:48, 15:2, 

22:10, 28:23, here and I Cor. 16:15! 

 

Daniel 4:25 (in the Finnish Bible this is verse 22) 
25 That they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the 

field, and they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and they shall wet thee with the dew 

of heaven, and seven times shall pass over thee, till thou know that the most High ruleth 

in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will. 

 

II Chronicles 32:10 – 23 

Thus saith Sennacherib king of Assyria, Whereon do ye trust, that ye abide in the siege in 

Jerusalem? 
11 Doth not Hezekiah persuade you to give over yourselves to die by famine and by thirst, 

saying, The LORD our God shall deliver us out of the hand of the king of Assyria? 
12 Hath not the same Hezekiah taken away his high places and his altars, and commanded 

Judah and Jerusalem, saying, Ye shall worship before one altar, and burn incense upon it? 
13 Know ye not what I and my fathers have done unto all the people of other lands? were 

the gods of the nations of those lands any ways able to deliver their lands out of mine 

hand? 
14 Who was there among all the gods of those nations that my fathers utterly destroyed, 

that could deliver his people out of mine hand, that your God should be able to deliver 

you out of mine hand? 
15 Now therefore let not Hezekiah deceive you, nor persuade you on this manner, neither 

yet believe him: for no god of any nation or kingdom was able to deliver his people out of 

mine hand, and out of the hand of my fathers: how much less shall your God deliver you 

out of mine hand? 
16 And his servants spake yet more against the LORD God, and against his servant 

Hezekiah. 
17 He wrote also letters to rail on the LORD God of Israel, and to speak against him, saying, 

As the gods of the nations of other lands have not delivered their people out of mine hand, 

so shall not the God of Hezekiah deliver his people out of mine hand. 
18 Then they cried with a loud voice in the Jews' speech unto the people of Jerusalem that 

were on the wall, to affright them, and to trouble them; that they might take the city. 
19 And they spake against the God of Jerusalem, as against the gods of the people of the 

earth, which were the work of the hands of man. 
20 And for this cause Hezekiah the king, and the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz, prayed 

and cried to heaven. 
21 And the LORD sent an angel, which cut off all the mighty men of valour, and the leaders 

and captains in the camp of the king of Assyria. So he returned with shame of face to his 
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own land. And when he was come into the house of his god, they that came forth of his 

own bowels slew him there with the sword. 
22 Thus the LORD saved Hezekiah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem from the hand of 

Sennacherib the king of Assyria, and from the hand of all other, and guided them on every 

side. 
23 And many brought gifts unto the LORD to Jerusalem, and presents to Hezekiah king of 

Judah: so that he was magnified in the sight of all nations from thenceforth. 

 

John 19:10 & 11 
10 Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou not that I have 

power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee? 
11 Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given 

thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin. 

 

Exodus 9:13 – 16 
13 And the LORD said unto Moses, Rise up early in the morning, and stand before Pharaoh, 

and say unto him, Thus saith the LORD God of the Hebrews, Let my people go, that they 

may serve me. 
14 For I will at this time send all my plagues upon thine heart, and upon thy servants, and 

upon thy people; that thou mayest know that there is none like me in all the earth. 
15 For now I will stretch out my hand, that I may smite thee and thy people with pestilence; 

and thou shalt be cut off from the earth. 
16 And in very deed for this cause have I raised thee up, for to shew in thee my power; and 

that my name may be declared throughout all the earth. 

 

Romans 13 
2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power (eksousia), resisteth the ordinance of God: 

and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. 

 

the ordinance – diatagē (N1157/S1296 – 2x) a disposition, arrangement, ordinance (Thayer’s). 

Used also in Acts 7:53. 

 
3 For rulers are not a terror (fobos N4727/S5401) to good works, but to the evil. Wilt 

thou then not be afraid of the power (eksousia)? do that which is good, and thou shalt 

have praise of the same (the power): 

 

rulers – arkhōn (N690/S758) a ruler, commander, chief, leader (Thayer’s). 

 

Matthew 20:25 

But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye know that the princes (arkhōn) of the 

Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon 

them. 

 

Romans 13 
4 For he (the power) is the minister (diakonos N1110S1249) of God to thee for good. But 

if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the 

minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. 

 

These powers, even though they are the ministers of God, are just people and they may be wrong. 
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Acts 5:27 – 29 
27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council: and the high priest 

asked them, 
28 Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this name? and, 

behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man's blood 

upon us. 
29 Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than 

men. 

 

Romans 13 
5 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. 

 

must needs – anankē (N283/S318) necessity (Thayer’s). Used 33x. Look at: Matthew 18:7, Luke 

14:18, I Cor. 7:37, II Cor. 9:7 and Philemon 14! 

 
6 For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, attending 

continually upon this very thing. 

 

tribute – foros (N4734/S5411) tribute, esp. the annual tax levied upon houses, lands and persons 

(Thayer’s). This is used five times in the NT: in Luke 20, 28 and Romans 13. 

 

Luke 20:20 – 25  

And they watched him, and sent forth spies, which should feign themselves just men, that 

they might take hold of his words, that so they might deliver him unto the power and 

authority of the governor. 
21 And they asked him, saying, Master, we know that thou sayest and teachest rightly, 

neither acceptest thou the person of any, but teachest the way of God truly: 
22 Is it lawful for us to give tribute (foros) unto Caesar, or no? 
23 But he perceived their craftiness, and said unto them, Why tempt ye me? 
24 Shew me a penny (dēnarion N1081/S1220 denarius). Whose image and superscription 

hath it? They answered and said, Caesar's. 
25 And he said unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things which be Caesar's, and 

unto God the things which be God's. 

 

Matthew 22:15 – 22  
15 Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they might entangle him in his talk. 
16 And they sent out unto him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, Master, we know 

that thou art true, and teachest the way of God in truth, neither carest thou for any man: 

for thou regardest not the person of men. 
17 Tell us therefore, What thinkest thou? Is it lawful to give tribute (kēnsos N2482/S2778 

used 4 x in NT, census, tax) unto Caesar, or not? 
18 But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? 
19 Shew me the tribute (kēnsos) money. And they brought unto him a penny (dēnarion). 
20 And he saith unto them, Whose is this image and superscription? 
21 They say unto him, Caesar's. Then saith he unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the 

things which are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's. 
22 When they had heard these words, they marvelled, and left him, and went their way. 
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Luke 23:2 

And the whole multitude of them arose, and led him unto Pilate. 
2 And they began to accuse him, saying, We found this fellow perverting the nation, and 

forbidding to give tribute (foros) to Caesar, saying that he himself is Christ a King. 

 

Romans 13 
7 Render therefore to all their dues: tribute (foros) to whom tribute (foros) is due; 

custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour. 

 

custom (2x) – telos (N4422S5056) 1. end (as in Romans 10:4) 2. toll, custom [i.e. an indirect tax on 

goods] (Thayer’s). 

 

Matthew 17:24 – 27  

And when they were come to Capernaum, they that received tribute money (didrakhmon 

N1185/S1323) came to Peter, and said, Doth not your master pay tribute (didrakhmon)? 
25 He saith, Yes. And when he was come into the house, Jesus prevented him, saying, What 

thinkest thou, Simon? of whom do the kings of the earth take custom (telos) or tribute 

(kēnsos)? of their own children, or of strangers? 
26 Peter saith unto him, Of strangers. Jesus saith unto him, Then are the children free. 
27 Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and 

take up the fish that first cometh up; and when thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find 

a piece of money: that take, and give unto them for me and thee. 

 

Titus 3:1 & 2 

Put them in mind to be subject to principalities (arkhē N680/S746) and powers 

(eksousia), to obey magistrates (not in the text; should be only: to obey), to be ready to 

every good work, 
2 To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers (fighters), but gentle, shewing all meekness 

unto all men. 

 

I Peter 2:13 – 17 
13 Submit yourselves to every ordinance (ktisis – here order) of man for the Lord's sake: 

whether it be to the king, as supreme; 
14 Or unto governors (hēgemōn N2025/S2232 – a leader of any kind), as unto them that 

are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well. 
15 For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of 

foolish men: 
16 As free and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of 

God. 
17 Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king. 

 

I Timothy 2:1 – 3  

I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of 

thanks, be made for all men; 
2 For kings, and for all that are in authority (high position); that we may lead a quiet and 

peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. 
3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 
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President Kyösti Kallio’s prayer in behalf of Finland during the Winter war 1939: 

 

Heavenly Father, look in your grace on our nation. You have created it and you love it. You see that 

it is in the greatest of danger. Therefore, we pray to You: Lord, help us in our distress and let us not 

perish. Grant us repentance from the ways of sin and lawlessness, which lead our nation to 

destruction. Lord, have mercy on us. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, without you we are powerless against the destructive powers, which are flooding 

our nation and poisoning it. Therefore, we boast in Your victory over the evil spiritual powers, 

whose influences are to be seen every day publicly in words and in pictures. Lord, on the cross of 

Golgotha you have overcome the powers of darkness. They must give way today also, because we 

praise your name over them. We believe this, because You can protect people from satanic 

deception during our time also. Lord, have mercy on us. 

 

Help us by your Holy Spirit to fight against sin in our own life and to endure until the end. Make us 

the sign of Your delivering grace in the midst of our own nation. Fill us with Your love so, that we 

become obedient to Your commandments. Let Your love be that power in us, which will overcome 

the powers of darkness in our nation. Lord Jesus Christ, we can do all things through You, that is 

what we believe. Have mercy on us. Amen 

 

II Chronicles 20:1 – 27  

It came to pass after this also, that the children of Moab, and the children of Ammon, and 

with them other beside the Ammonites, came against Jehoshaphat to battle. 
2 Then there came some that told Jehoshaphat, saying, There cometh a great multitude 

against thee from beyond the sea on this side Syria; and, behold, they be in Hazazontamar, 

which is Engedi. 
3 And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the LORD, and proclaimed a fast 

throughout all Judah. 
4 And Judah gathered themselves together, to ask help of the LORD: even out of all the 

cities of Judah they came to seek the LORD. 
5 And Jehoshaphat stood in the congregation of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of 

the LORD, before the new court, 
6 And said, O LORD God of our fathers, art not thou God in heaven? and rulest not thou 

over all the kingdoms of the heathen? and in thine hand is there not power and might, so 

that none is able to withstand thee? 
7 Art not thou our God, who didst drive out the inhabitants of this land before thy people 

Israel, and gavest it to the seed of Abraham thy friend for ever? 
8 And they dwelt therein, and have built thee a sanctuary therein for thy name, saying, 
9 If, when evil cometh upon us, as the sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, we stand 

before this house, and in thy presence, (for thy name is in this house,) and cry unto thee 

in our affliction, then thou wilt hear and help. 
10 And now, behold, the children of Ammon and Moab and mount Seir, whom thou 

wouldest not let Israel invade, when they came out of the land of Egypt, but they turned 

from them, and destroyed them not; 
11 Behold, I say, how they reward us, to come to cast us out of thy possession, which thou 

hast given us to inherit. 
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12 O our God, wilt thou not judge them? for we have no might against this great company 

that cometh against us; neither know we what to do: but our eyes are upon thee. 
13 And all Judah stood before the LORD, with their little ones, their wives, and their 

children. 
14 Then upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of 

Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, came the Spirit of the LORD in the midst of the 

congregation; 
15 And he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou king 

Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the LORD unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this 

great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God's. 
16 To morrow go ye down against them: behold, they come up by the cliff of Ziz; and ye 

shall find them at the end of the brook, before the wilderness of Jeruel. 
17 Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation 

of the LORD with you, O Judah and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be dismayed; to morrow go 

out against them: for the LORD will be with you. 
18 And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground: and all Judah and the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem fell before the LORD, worshipping the LORD. 
19 And the Levites, of the children of the Kohathites, and of the children of the Korhites, 

stood up to praise the LORD God of Israel with a loud voice on high. 
20 And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as 

they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of 

Jerusalem; Believe in the LORD your God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, 

so shall ye prosper. 
21 And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the LORD, and 

that should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, 

Praise the LORD; for his mercy endureth for ever. 
22 And when they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushments against the 

children of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were come against Judah; and they 

were smitten. 
23 For the children of Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of mount Seir, 

utterly to slay and destroy them: and when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, 

every one helped to destroy another. 
24 And when Judah came toward the watch tower in the wilderness, they looked unto the 

multitude, and, behold, they were dead bodies fallen to the earth, and none escaped. 
25 And when Jehoshaphat and his people came to take away the spoil of them, they found 

among them in abundance both riches with the dead bodies, and precious jewels, which 

they stripped off for themselves, more than they could carry away: and they were three 

days in gathering of the spoil, it was so much. 
26 And on the fourth day they assembled themselves in the valley of Berachah; for there 

they blessed the LORD: therefore the name of the same place was called, The valley of 

Berachah, unto this day. 
27 Then they returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, and Jehoshaphat in the forefront 

of them, to go again to Jerusalem with joy; for the LORD had made them to rejoice over 

their enemies. 

 

 

 

 

 
 


